Symbolism

· What is a symbol?

A symbol is a person, place, or object that stands for something beyond itself.
· Why do we use symbolism?

Symbolism allows people to communicate beyond the limits of language.
Words themselves are mere symbols for something else.
· Think about National, religious and cultural symbols.

EX: the American flag symbolizes the United States of America. The personal significance, however, varies. A U.S. army veteran cherishes its meaning. A terrorist, on the other hand, finds it despicable. A green piece of paper with George Washington's picture on it symbolizes one dollar. A billionaire considers it chump change. A beggar considers it a treasure. 
Choose a well known religious, national, or cultural symbol

· write a three sentence analyzing its meaning. Include the standard meaning along with a personal interpretation and a personal interpretation from someone else.

Symbolism in Literature
· Strategy: Look for references to concrete objects and analyze whether they could be symbols. Pay special attention to objects named in the title. 

Procedure: Make a two-column chart. In the left column, write down the concrete object. In the right column, write what it may symbolize.

· Strategy: Pay special attention to objects or places accompanied by a lengthy description, repetition, or special placement. 

Procedure: List objects mentioned more than once. List objects that appear at crucial moments.
· Determine whether a place, object, or character is essential to the theme of a literary work.

