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Walk Proud, Stand Tall

A New York firefighter enters the Second Tower without hesitation, a solider patrols a dangerous terrain of the desert, and a Virginia Tech professor dives in front of a gun providing time for his class to escape; these heroic examples undeniably demonstrate a tremendous amount of courage.  Courage, however, can be found in many forms and range from daring deeds of life saving portion to simple acts of kindness.  In the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee, courage is represented in many ways. Through the circumstances of Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose, Boo Radley, and Tom Robinson, Lee attempts to teach a lesson in recognizing situations that require courage and bravery.  Harper Lee uses her novel to suggest bravery is measured, not by the popularity of the choice, but by the courage it takes to triumph over moral injustice.


Courage is represented in the novel through Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose’s battle with morphine addiction.  Lee implies that Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose has been suffering from an illness and now finds herself battling a bigger demon of addiction.  She exemplifies her bravery when she chooses to die “beholden to nothing and nobody” (Lee 148).  Atticus, the protagonist’s father and a lead character, explains Dubose’s courage to his son in the line, “I wanted you to see what real courage is…It’s when you know your licked before you begin but you begin anyway” (Lee 149). It is through Atticus’ explanation that the reader begins to realize courage through Harper Lee’s eyes.  To Lee, Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose courageously faced an internal battle to defy addiction, and in so doing demonstrates the bravery it takes to overcome ethical dilemmas like drug addiction. 

Another way that Lee shows courage in her novel is through the characterization of Boo Radley. 
