To Kill a Mockingbird Essay
Your essay will be based on one of the questions below. It should be at least 1 ½ pages minimum.  You will need an introduction, a conclusion, and at least 3 body paragraphs.  You are persuading your reader to agree with your findings.  Each body paragraph should have at least one supporting evidence (parenthetical citation) to support your thesis statement. Your essay will answer one of the following prompts:  

1. Empathy- According to Atticus, “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view – until you climb into his skin and walk around in it” (30).  How is empathy toward others demonstrated or learned by characters such as Atticus, Scout, Jem, Dill, or Miss Maudie?

1. Thematic- Choose a theme from the novel and analyze with supporting details. Analyze this theme and find where characters in the book demonstrate this act of seeing from another’s perspective. What are the outcomes from your examples? USE YOUR THEME CHART!
2. Economic struggle- The novel is set during the Great Depression of the 1930’s.  How does this economic catastrophe affect the actions of characters such as Walter Cunningham Sr., Tom Robinson or Atticus Finch?  Does the economy have a bearing on the actions of people like Bob Ewell? 

3. Compassion-While at the trial, Scout states “it came to me that Mayella Ewell must have been the loneliest person in the world” (191). Is Mayella Ewell a character worthy of compassion?  Answer this question using specific evidence from the novel and providing thoughtful commentary.
4. Courage-Why do you think readers look to Atticus Finch as a hero? What qualities make Atticus such an appealing figure? What beliefs does he live by? Does his behavior conform to his ideals? How does he impart his ideals to his children and his community? Is he a believable character or too good to be true? 
5. Coming of Age-With age and experience come knowledge, the realization of harsh realities, and finally wisdom and understanding.  Trace either Jem OR Scout’s journey from innocence to understanding. Your theme chart should help. 
6. Racism- “I’m simply defending a Negro—his name’s Tom Robinson” (75).  With these words Atticus informs Scout of his life-altering task of standing up to the prejudice and racism that pervades the sleepy southern town that was Maycomb, Alabama in the 1930’s.  Discuss the effects of racism on Maycomb citizens such as Tom and Helen Robinson, Calpurnia, Scout, Jem, Dill, Mayella Ewell, or Dolphus Raymond.  

Your essay will be due Thursday, January 12 at the start of the class.  You will have five days in class to work on this, plus a weekend.
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The essay must be completed using the class format

· Typed

· Times New Roman

· 12 point font (including title)

· Double Spaced

· Black Ink

· 1 inch margins
Introduction:

1. Your introduction should begin with an attention grabber (hook).  

· quote

· a rhetorical question 

· anecdote
· a shocking statement or statistic

· current event
Follow your attention getter with some background and a brief plot summary that effectively leads to your thesis statement.  Here is an example for a thesis statement: In the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus Finch is a character who displays real courage. You should not include an X,Y, Z at this point.
Body Paragraphs:

You should have at least three body paragraphs.  A good paragraph should have between 5 and 7 sentences. A good way to model each body paragraph:


1. Topic Sentence (this is like a mini-thesis for the paragraph – what you are going to talk about in

this paragraph)


2. Explain your example
3. Introduce the quotation and where it comes in the novel
4. Quotation

5. Explain the quotation and how it supports your topic sentence (should be about 2 sentences)

6. Concluding sentence.  This is a sentence that summarizing the ideas from this paragraph and

    how they support your thesis statement in your introduction.

Conclusion:

Your conclusion should summarize the main points in your essay.  Here is a good model for how to organize your conclusion.

1. Use a transition like “In conclusion” or “In summation”

2. Don’t just summarize your paper – show how all of the points that you made tie in together.

3. Answer the questions “So what?”.  Show how your paper applies to the “real world” and/or why you think it was important to write about this topic.


�





Some things you must keep in mind…


1. Never use personal pronouns like I, me, my, you, we, us


2. Do not switch verb tenses.  Keep all of your writing in the present tense.


3. After all of your quotes use parenthetical documentation.  You will need the following information:


 “blah blah blah” (Lee 92).  (author’s last name & page number)


4. Please double-space your essay.


5. Put your name, date, and hour in the left hand corner of your essay (double spaced)


6. Your essay needs to be typed in Times New Roman 12 point font and double spaced.


7. Always use spell check and the grammar checker


8. Make sure to print your essay BEFORE class.  If you do not turn it in at the start of the class it’s late!


9.  You need a creative title. The title is not the title of the book or the question you chose to write about.


10. Use the rubric to check your writing.








