CONFLICT:  The problems within a story.  There may be only one central struggle, or there may be one main struggle with other minor ones.  

There are two types of conflict.
· External:  A struggle between characters, between a character and a group, or between a character and something nonhuman.

1. man vs man: the character struggle with physical strength against other men.

2. man vs nature: the character struggles against weather or nature.

3. man vs society: the character struggles against ideas, practices or customs of other people.

· Internal:  A struggle within a character’s mind or heart (A person must make some decision, overcome pain, fear, resist an urge etc.)

4. man vs himself: man struggles with his/her own fears, choices or ideas.

CHARACTER
The main character is called the protagonist.

The character the protagonist struggles against is called the antagonist. 

Characters are: 
flat: only has one or two character traits

or
round: a figure that has several sides to his personality

dynamic: characters that grow and change

or
static: characters that don’t progress or change

SETTING

Setting:  The time and location in which a story takes place. 

1. place:  the geographical location

2. time:  historical period, time of day, year etc.

3. weather:  rainy, sunny, stormy

4. social conditions:  what is the daily life of the characters like?

5. mood or atmosphere:  what feeling is created at the beginning of the story?
THEME

Topic:  a broad topic or category for a piece of literature. Usually expressed in a single word or short phrase.  


Theme:  a central idea, concern, or purpose in a literary work. A theme must be expressed in a complete sentence.Example: It is important to believe in yourself.
Universal Theme: something common to all people everywhere. Ex: love, hate, death

Tips to find theme

-Look at the Topic

-How has the main character changed?

-How is the conflict resolved?

-What does the title suggest?

-What is the author trying to tell me?

